brighter futures, learning together

Prospectus

Welcome
to our school

As Principal, I would like to welcome you to our school. I hope
you will find this prospectus useful and informative. We want
our children to have special and happy memories of their time
at Willowbrook and value the positive relationships we have
built between children, parents/carers, staff, governors and
the wider community.
We have a lot to be proud about at Willowbrook. The school
is a happy, stimulating and caring place and we expect high
standards of behaviour and good manners throughout the
school. We have well-resourced, spacious rooms and attractive
surroundings. The extensive school grounds have been
developed to support learning, providing an exciting and
safe environment for all children to enjoy. We have a nursery
for 3 year olds, that is fully included in school life and prepares
the children well as they move on to our Reception.
There is a driving determination to ensure that children and
adults in the school thrive and be the best that they can be.
Dance, drama, sport, school visits and musical opportunities
are a core element of
our curriculum. We
also offer a breakfast
club every morning
and provide a range
of after school
activities for our
children.

“Willowbrook Primary appears to be firmly within
the Outstanding grade as judged by Ofsted in the
school’s previous Ofsted report”
(Challenge Partners review 2018)

We look to find every child’s talents, abilities and strengths and
build upon them. We are proud to be part of TMET (The Mead
Educational Trust) and we benefit from working closely with
other primary and secondary schools within the Trust. This
growing partnership of schools brings access to a world-class
education network and high quality professional development
for our staff. We embrace the vision of TMET; ‘Together we
make a positive difference’.
I would be very happy to show you around Willowbrook
Primary Academy, for you to feel the friendly atmosphere here,
give you the opportunity to meet the staff and see
the children as they work and play together.

Mrs Marie Collins
Principal
National Leader of Education (NLE)
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BRIGHTER FUTURES, LEARNING TOGETHER
Will my child be happy?

Our Values
•
•
•
•
•
•

We make learning fun and make the most of our resources
We expect our children to achieve their best
We believe in connecting learning in an exciting way
All children’s needs are met
We work in partnership with others
We believe in lifelong learning

Yes, we make every effort to see that the children with us are
happy. Care is given by all the staff constantly throughout the
day. All children know that they can come to any member of
staff with their problems and queries at any time. The children
know that they are listened to and are valued. WE ARE A
HAPPY SCHOOL. If you have any concerns that your child is
unhappy in any aspect of school life, do not hesitate to contact
us. Children have the right to feel safe, secure and happy.
How do we expect children to behave?
Our behaviour policy is based on positive praise and rewards,
that celebrates those children that choose to behave well.
We expect all children to behave well in school and to follow
our two school rules:
ALWAYS SHOW GOOD MANNERS
ALWAYS DO THE KINDEST THINGS
What happens at lunch time?

Our Aims
• To always be looking for new ideas to improve the school
• To work together with you, the local community and beyond
to support the children
• To create a curriculum that will let every child have an
equal chance of achieving high academic success
• To provide a welcoming, safe and supportive environment
where children become self disciplined and self confident
• To encourage our children to act responsibly, show initiative,
be considerate and respect themselves and others
• To help and encourage parents and carers to learn with their
children
• To ensure children are helped to appreciate and
understand he world in which we live and become
responsible citizens of the world

Lunchtime is 12.00-12.55pm. We offer hot school meals, cooked
on site that are varied and healthy and meet a range of dietary
requirements. Alternatively, your child may bring in a packed
lunch. We are a healthy school so no fizzy drinks, sweets or
chocolate bars. We also have a ‘nut free’ policy as we have
children with nut allergies.
Children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have fruit
provided as a morning snack and milk is provided for Nursery
and Reception. Parents can pay for their child to have milk
from Year 1-6 (free for those with a free school meal voucher).
From Year 3, children are encouraged to bring in a piece of
fruit or healthy snack for break time. We also offer a small
range of healthy snacks to purchase at break time for children
in years 3-6.

Daily Life At Willowbrook
What Are The Times Of The School Day?
Nursery

Morning session
Afternoon session

8.45 am to 11.45 am
12.30 pm to 3.30 pm

Reception to Year 6
8.55 am to 3.15pm.
Doors are open for Reception to Year 6 from 8.45am.

“Willowbrook Primary School
is an Outstanding school”
(Ofsted 2011)
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All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a
Universal free school meal. Children who have a free school
meal voucher also get free school trips across the year. Therefore,
if your child is in Reception, year 1 or 2 you should still apply for
a voucher if you think you are entitled, even though they get the
‘Universal free school meal’. Come and talk to the office about
this and we will support you. We use an online payment system
so that paying for dinner money and trips is easy and convenient.

LEARNING AT WILLOWBROOK
At Willowbrook, we are extremely proud of our rich and varied
curriculum. Subject leaders work hard to ensure that the
curriculum is enriched and exciting. Teaching approaches are
matched to the child’s needs and trips and visits are planned
for every year group.
Physical and mental health and wellbeing is vitally important
to us all at Willowbrook and we have a detailed health and
wellbeing offer on our website. We participate in a range of
sporting competitions, events and our curriculum encourages
children to develop an awareness of both physical and mental
health.
We teach our children to develop a growth mindset through
all areas of the curriculum and school life so that they have a
‘can do’ attitude. We focus on character development and
encourage our children to become resilient and in all aspects
of learning and school life.
We aim to help children to develop lively, enquiring minds with
a love of learning and a lifetime of curiosity. We want them to
be able to ask questions and be interested in the answers, to
solve problems and to argue rationally and with good humour.
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Our aim is to develop their knowledge and skills in every
area of the curriculum in order that they can grow into
independent, self-motivated, caring and sharing members
of society. At every opportunity, we aim to connect learning
and give children real life experiences that they can relate
their learning to.
How do we keep you informed?
Staff regularly assess your child's progress and use this
information to match the curriculum to his/her needs.
Class teachers keep assessment records in all subjects
providing a detailed picture of progress from when
your child starts and leaves Willowbrook.
You will be kept fully informed of your child's
progress at Parents’ Evenings (early in the
Autumn term and in the Spring term) and
in the mid-year and annual reports. You
are welcome to visit the classroom
between 8:45-8:55am to speak to
the class teacher or to view your
child’s work; alternatively a
more formal appointment
can be made.

WORKING TOGETHER AT WILLOWBROOK
How do we celebrate learning and success?
Our ‘Good to be Green’ system recognises good behaviour
and commitment to learning. Children collect house points
and parents/carers are invited to see their children receive
badges for their lanyards on a Friday morning.
Children also receive badges and recognition for outstanding
homework and individual achievements both in and out of
school. The older children have an opportunity to become
‘School Ambassadors’ and they devise a personalised job
description with the Principal.
We keep you up to date on a weekly basis with events
happening at school through our newsletter, website,
Facebook and Twitter feed.

Does the school provide
any extended services?
Yes, the school runs
a daily breakfast club
supervised by school
staff from 8.00am for
children Years 1-6.
School fund this facility
although children are
able to purchase breakfast
and hot/cold drinks from
the school kitchen. We
also offer a variety of after
school clubs ran by school
staff.

What will my child need to wear?
All children are expected to wear school uniform everyday.
It makes the children look smart and feel part of the
‘Willowbrook family’. Further details about the school
uniform are included at the back of the prospectus,
including times when our uniform shop is open.

Family support worker
We have our own Family Support Worker here at Willowbrook
who can support families with a range of issues; behaviour
management, housing, debt management and accessing
other support services.
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How can I help my child at school?
• Punctuality
It is very important that your child is on time for school. Being
late makes your child feel uncomfortable and can disrupt the
class. However, we prefer children to come late than not at
all. If late, your child must report to the office before going
to his/her class.
• Attendance
Our aim is to improve attendance every year. It is very important
that you phone to inform us of your child’s absence on the day
that he/she does not come to school as without this notification
your child is marked in the register as having an unauthorised
absence. A number of initiatives have been introduced to
improve attendance further. The Educational Welfare Officer
visits homes if attendance becomes a cause for concern.
Each week, we present awards for good attendance.
• Holidays
We urge parents to make every effort to take family holidays
during school holidays as a prolonged period out of school
may affect your child's progress. The school does not authorise
any holidays taken during term time. A leave of absence form
is available from the school office. Parents who take children
on holiday during term time may be liable to fines by the Local
Authority of £60.00 per child, per parent.
• Homework
We aim to ensure that homework is exciting, realistic and
supports learning. All children are expected to read regularly
at home, practise spellings and complete homework activities.
We celebrate ‘best homework projects’ each half term. Your
support with reading at home and homework is valued and
has a significant impact.
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• Fundraising
Regular activities are organised by the School Parliament to raise
funds for school and support curriculum initiatives. Your help or
support of these events is greatly appreciated. Fundraising is
also held on behalf of several charities each year.
What safeguarding and child protection procedures are in place?
We take safeguarding the children at Willowbrook extremely
seriously. This involves ensuring the feel safe in every aspect of
school and home life. We are all interested in protecting children
from abuse. The law places a duty on staff in schools to report
possible cases of child abuse as we have a lot of contact with
children and may be told about abuse or notice signs of it.
Schools must report this to the investigating agencies, initially
to the Social Services department. Staff in schools want to have
the best possible relationships with parents. This will involve
providing clear information and contacting you if there is a
problem with your child, or a concern that we need to discuss.
We consider every person to be of value irrespective of race,
culture, ability or gender and want every person to be treated
fairly. No form of prejudice, inequality or bullying, however
expressed, will be tolerated or condoned.
Our safeguarding policy is available for you to read
on the school website.
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brighter futures, learning together

Roborough Green, Thurnby Lodge, Leicester, LE5 2NA
Tel: 0116 2413756 • Email: office@willowbrook-tmet.uk
We have lots more information on our school website on all aspects of life at Willowbrook.
Web: www.willowbrook-tmet.uk
Twitter@willowbrookAcad
facebook@willowbrooktmet
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