
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior learning 
Year 4 – Recognise that living things can 
be grouped in a variety of ways. 
Year 4 – Explore and use classification 
keys to help group, identify and name a 
variety of living things. 
Year 5 – Describe the differences in the 
life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 
insect, and a bird. 
Year 5 – Describe the life process of 
reproduction in some plants and animals. 
 
Later learning (not in Year 6) 
KS3 – Differences between species. 

Key Questions: 
What do you call the special qualities or 
appearances that make an individual or 
group of things different to others? 
What is a taxonomist? 
What is the Linnaeus System? 
What do you call a series of questions 
about the characteristics of living things? 
What type of species is a dog? 
Which piece of equipment is used to view 
micro-organisms? 
Name an example of a micro-organism. 

Year 6 
Unit: Living things and their 
habitats 

Intent:  
To describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, 
including micro-organisms, plants, and animals. 
To give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics. 
 

 



 

Vocabulary 
Bacteria A single-celled micro-organism. 

Characteristics Special qualities or appearances that make an individual or group of things different to others. 
Classify To sort things into different groups. 

Key A key is a series of questions about the characteristics of living things. A key is used to identify a living thing or decide which group it 
belongs to by answering ‘yes’ or ‘no’ questions. 

Micro-organism An organism that can only be seen using a microscope, e.g., bacteria, mould, and yeast. 
Microscope A piece of equipment that is used to view very tiny (microscopic) things by magnifying their appearance. 

Species A group of animals that can reproduce fertile offspring. 
Taxonomist A scientist who classifies different living things into categories. 


